
Student improves

Child is not succeeding academically in school

Teacher tries everything  
he/she can think of

Student still struggling

Teacher refers student to Student Study Team
(or similar group)

Team suggests strategies

Student is still not succeeding

Team suggests additional strategies

Student is still not succeeding

Student is referred for assessment  
for special education 

Parent agrees in writing to assessment

School has 50 days to conduct 
assessment and hold IEP meeting

Student qualifies, IEP* is written 
and services begin

Hooray!

Student improves

Hooray!

Student improves

Hooray!

Student does not qualify -  
but does have a diagnosed  

disability - may qualify 
for 504/ADA  

accommodations  
or modifications

Student does not qualify  
for special education -  

school plans other ways  
to assist

* The IEP describes the amount of time,  
where and how often a student will receive  
specially designed instruction in qualifying  
area(s) – most often reading.
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